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And took the realm, and held it at his will.

Thus did this kingdom change its sigiiiory ;

And know that all the kings it since has had

Only from this man take their origin.

Therefore, that thou mayst quite forget its past,

I say this happened when, since our Lord's Love,

Some thousand years and sixty were gone by.            30

While the fourth Henry ruled as emperor,

This king of England fought in many wars,

And waxed through all in honour and account,

And William Rufus next succeeded him ;

Tall, strong, and comely-limbed, but therewith proud

And grasping, and a killer of his kind.

In body he was like his father much,

But was in nature more his contrary

Than fire and water when they come together ;

Yet so far good that he won fame in arms,                40

And by himself risked many an enterprise,

All which he brought with honour to an end,

Also if he were bad, he gat great ill;

For, chasing once the deer within a wood.

And having wandered from his company,

Him by mischance a servant of his own

Hit with an arrow, that he fell and died.

And after him Henry the First was king,

His brother, but therewith the father's like,

Being well with God and just in peace and war.          50

Next Stephen, on his death, the kingdom, seized,

But with sore strife ;  of whom thus much be said.

That he was frank and good is told of him.

And after him another Henry reigned,

Who, when the war in France was waged and done,

Passed beyond seas with the first Frederick.

Then Richard came, who, after heavy toil

At sea, was captive made in Germany,

Leaving the Sepulchre to join his host.

Who being dead, full heavy was the wrath                 GO

Of John his brother ; and so well he took

Revenge, that still a moan is made of it.